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Board of Trustees
Proceedings

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, May 26, 2026 
3:45 pm 

Cincinnati State – Clifton Campus
3250 Central Parkway  
Cincinnati, Ohio 45223 

SUNSHINE LAW COMPLIANCE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Board of Trustees of the Cincinnati State Technical and Community College 
District, Hamilton County, Ohio, met in regular session, pursuant to the rules, on May
26, 2026, at 3:45 pm, Chair, Jane Garvey presiding. The notification was posted on the 
College website, www.cincinnatistate.edu, in Cincinnati State Daily News, and given to 
news media outlets – including The Cincinnati Enquirer, The Cincinnati Herald, The 
Middletown Journal, the Harrison Press, WCPO, WLW-TV, WKRC, WXIX, 
WVXU, and WLW Radio – in compliance with the requirements of Ohio Revised Code, 
Section 121.22. 

Chair Garvey read the Sunshine Law. 

The meeting started at 3:45 pm.  

Chair Garvey requested an attendance roll call.

ROLL CALL
MEMBER PRESENT ABSENT MEMBER PRESENT ABSENT

Mrs. Booth X Dr. Minhas X
Mr. Chavez X Mr. Scherpenberg X
Ms. Garvey X Mr. Silverman X 
Mr. Habel X Mr. Walton X
Mr. Howe X

TOTAL 7 2

26.27 Approval of the Proceedings of the Regular Board Meeting of March 24, 2026 

Chair Garvey requested a motion to approve the proceedings of the March 24, 2026, regular 
Board meeting. 

With no objections, Mr. Habel moved that the minutes be approved. Mr. Walton seconded the 
motion. The motion carried with a voice vote of “aye.” 
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26.28 Consideration of Items for Possible Addition to the Agenda

There were none.
 
26.29 Recognition of Accomplishments Reflective of the College Mission 

Dr. Posey shared several accomplishments, including Milene Donlin’s feature in the Daily News. 
Dr. Posey also recognized Milene Donlin and Julie McLaughlin for the House/Bruckmann 
Faculty Excellence Award, Amanda Olding and Terkerah Washington for the Adjunct 
Excellence Award, and Elias Feghali, Janice Lockett, and Linda Romero-Smith for the Professor 
Emeritus Award. 
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26.30 Consent Agenda for Recurring Items 

The Board reviewed the consent agenda including: 

 Personnel Reports 
 Facilities Reports 
 Public Safety Monthly Incident Reports  

The Board also received updates regarding capital projects including the A-Hangar relocation 
project and progress related to the Cincinnati West expansion project. It was reported that A-
Hangar relocation and Cincinnati West expansion project is on track with all plans going forward 
with the first three steps being completed. Additional updates were provided, and anticipated 
construction schedules for Cincinnati West. 
 
Chair Garvey requested a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Scherpenberg moved 
approval of the consent agenda. Mr. Walton seconded the motion. The consent agenda was 
approved with a roll call vote. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE
MEMBER AYES NAYS ABSTAINED MEMBER AYES NAYS ABSTAINED

Mrs. Booth X Dr. Minhas
Mr. Chavez Mr. Scherpenberg X
Ms. Garvey X  Mr. Silverman X
Mr. Habel X Mr. Walton X
Mr. Howe X  

TOTAL
7

26.31 Financial Report 

Mr. Morris reviewed the FY26 year-to-date financial results through April 30, 2026, noting that 
timing-related fluctuations in unrestricted cash are expected to normalize by fiscal year-end and 
that budget performance remains favorable. He reported that the College continues to maintain 
the maximum Senate Bill 6 composite score of 5, with strong reserve, viability, and operating 
metrics. Mr. Morris also reviewed the recently released statewide FY25 Senate Bill 6 scores and 
noted that Cincinnati State achieved its second consecutive year at a composite score of 5. He 
reviewed comparative statewide data related to the primary reserve ratio, net income ratio, and 
viability ratio, noting that the College continues to demonstrate balanced and sustainable long-
term financial performance despite variability across Ohio community colleges. Mr. Sliverman 
asked which were levy schools. Mr. Morris responded Columbus State, Sinclair, and Cuyahoga. 

 During discussion, Board Member Scherpenberg commented that it would be beneficial to 
further quantify long-term financial performance goals related to Senate Bill 6 metrics. Mr. 
Morris responded that, as previously communicated, the planned investment of Board-designated 
reserves into the Cincinnati West expansion project is expected to temporarily reduce the 
College’s Senate Bill 6 composite score to approximately 4.5 during Fiscal Years 2027 and 2028 
due primarily to a projected reduction in the primary reserve ratio from a score of 5 to 4. Mr. 
Morris further noted that the College’s viability ratio is expected to continue improving as 
approximately $3.2 million in annual principal debt payments continue through Fiscal Year 
2029. Mr. Morris also stated that the proposed FY27 all-funds surplus budget of approximately 
$5.6 million reflects a projected net income ratio of approximately 5.1%, providing an additional 
measurable benchmark related to operating performance goals. 

Chair Garvey commented positively on the College’s stable and consistent financial performance 
despite significant variability and uncertainty in financial performance trends across the state 
community college sector. No further concerns were raised. 

26.32 FY27 Budget 
 
Mr. Morris presented Resolution 26.32 regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2027 Budget. He 
reviewed key budget assumptions, including a 4% increase in State Share of Instruction (SSI), flat 
enrollment assumptions, continued deferred maintenance investments, and a planned operating 
surplus. Mr. Morris noted that the proposed operating funds surplus totals approximately $251,000 
and that the all-funds surplus of approximately $5.6 million primarily reflects externally funded 
capital activity, including state capital appropriations and West Campus expansion funding. 
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Mr. Morris further reviewed provisions within the proposed resolution related to maintaining 
positive cash flow, positive operating performance, minimum Senate Bill 6 targets, and continued 
investment in enrollment growth and facilities improvements.

 
During discussion, Board Member Scherpenberg referenced the resolution provisions related to 
restricted and designated cash reserve reporting and inquired whether those reporting metrics had 
historically been presented to the Finance Committee. Mr. Morris responded that the reporting had 
not previously been presented in that format but could be incorporated into future Finance 
Committee reporting.  
 
Dr. Posey thanked the Finance Department and campus leadership teams for their collaborative 
work in developing the proposed budget. She noted that this represented the first time during her 
time at Cincinnati State that the College was positioned to approve its annual operating budget 
during the May Board meeting rather than June and expressed appreciation for the timely and 
collaborative effort across the institution. 
 
Chair Garvey asked for a motion to approve resolution 26.32. A motion was made by Mr. Walton 
and seconded by Mr. Habel to approve Resolution 26.32 regarding the Fiscal Year 2027 Budget. 
A roll call vote was conducted. The motion passed. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 
MEMBER AYES NAYS ABSTAINED MEMBER AYES NAYS ABSTAINED 

X
X

X X
X X
X

TOTAL
7

26.33 Vendor Contracts Approval 

Mr. Morris presented Resolution 26.33 regarding vendor contract approvals. He reviewed 
contracts associated with the next phase of the Cincinnati West expansion project, deferred 
maintenance activities, HVAC automation services, workforce development training equipment, 
the CVG campus annex lease expansion, insurance renewals, healthcare administration services, 
technology services, and marketing support agreements. Mr. Morris noted that the contracts 
represent routine operational, capital, and strategic investments previously incorporated into 
budget planning and Finance Committee review processes. No concerns were raised.  
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Chair Garvey asked a motion to approve resolution 26.33. A motion was made by Mr. Walton and 
seconded by Mr. Habel to approve Resolution 26.33 regarding vendor contract approvals. A roll 
call vote was conducted. The motion passed. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 
MEMBER AYES NAYS ABSTAINED MEMBER AYES NAYS ABSTAINED 

X
X

X X
X X
X

TOTAL
7

26.34 Academic Quality & Student Learning Updates – Sabbatical, Civic Literacy 

Ms. Garvey welcomed Provost Hoopes, who presented two items requiring Board action. He 
briefly reviewed the sabbatical application process and highlighted Professors Joel Knueven, 
Jackie Turner, and Milene Donlin as recommended candidates for sabbatical approval. 

Mr. Silverman asked was there demand for the DMS Bachelors. Mr. Scherpenberg said yes, 
demand is greater than supply. Mr. Silverman asked who covers the classes during the 
sabbatical. Provost Hoopes said faculty by overload or adjunct.  

Chair Garvey requested a motion to approve the Sabbaticals with a voice vote of “aye”.  

Provost Hoopes also provided an overview of the SB1 concerning the American Civic Literacy 
plan.  

With no questions, Chair Garvey requested a motion to approve the revised Resolution for 
Senate Bill 1. Mr. Walton moved approval of the Resolution. Mr. Silverman seconded the 
motion. The Resolution was approved with a voice vote of “aye.” 
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26.35 Student Engagement & Recognition of Accomplishments 

Dr. Posey announced that Cincinnati State participated in the Ohio Academic Celebration in 
Columbus, where three students were recognized, including one who delivered a speech. She is 
the student being honored and was unable to attend, she will be recognized at the next meeting.
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26.36 Shared Governance / Faculty Senate Report

The Board received the Shared Governance and Faculty Senate report from Milene Donlin.

Updates included the conclusion of the 25-26 academic school cycle and the collection of end of 
year reports. Faculty senate will convene on July 15th for retreat to review what happened and 
prepare for the upcoming coming year. 
 
The two Co-chairs of Academic Policy and Curriculum Committee (APCC), Abbey Yee and Jen 
Martin provided the Board with an overview of the committee’s established processes and 
explained how curriculum and academic policy changes are reviewed, managed, and 
implemented. Mrs. Booth commended the APCC for its work and for sharing the process with 
the Board, noting that these efforts have a positive impact on students. Mr. Scherpenberg 
inquired about the volume of changes the committee handles. Ms. Yee responded that the 
committee manages a significant number of changes each year, particularly recent requirements 
associated with Senate Bill1.   
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26.37 President’s Report

President Posey shared updates regarding recent campus and community engagement initiatives, 
including:

 Spring Semester Commencement 
 Mark D Walton Celebration 
 1 Night, 12 Kitchens 
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President Posey also gave special mention to the press conference celebrating the Federal gift of 
$3 million to support the Advancement of Manufacturing and the entire B wing in the Main 
building. Mr. Silverman commented, thanking the staff and students for their efforts in helping 
raise money. Dr Posey followed up with details from the recent tour with the Secretary of Labor, 
thanking Elliott Ruther for gathering a team and students on short notice to help with the visit. 

Additional highlights included showing the video of a Channel 12 News feature recognizing 
Cincinnati State’s role in Closing the gap on worker shortages and trades. Mr. Silverman 
expressed appreciation to the staff and students in the manufacturing and auto labs. They help to 
raise funds and awareness.  

She concluded her report providing upcoming meetings for June, July, and possibly August.

 

 

 

26.38 Trustee Chairperson’s Report 
 
Chair Garvey thanked the Board members and College leadership for their continued 
collaboration and support of institutional priorities. She acknowledged Mr. Silverman for his 
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suggestion to involve local officials in commencement ceremonies. She also expressed her 
appreciation to Justin and Cynthia for their dedicated work with faculty in addressing current 
challenges and preparing for future opportunities.

Lastly, Chair Garvey thanked the Board for its commitment to and engagement in the 
presidential search process. 
.
Old Business

There was none. 
 
New Business

There was none.  
 
The Board adjourned Executive Session at 4:51 pm. 
 
Mr. Scherpenberg moved that the Board adjourn to the Executive Session pursuant to the 
provisions of the Ohio Revised Code section 121.22 to consider hiring new personnel and legal
matters. Mr. Walton seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a voice vote of “aye.”

The Board returned from the Executive Session at 5:08 pm. 
 
Ms. Garvey requested a motion to adjourn the public meeting.  Mr. Scherpenberg moved that the 
Board meet in Regular Public Session on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 3:45 pm, at Cincinnati State 
Clifton Campus, 3250 Central Parkway, Cincinnati, Ohio 45223, pursuant to provisions of the 
Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22.  Mr. Walton seconded the motion. The motion was carried 
with a voice vote of “aye.” 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:09 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mr. Teddy Scherpenberg, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
 
 
Next Meeting  
May 26, 2026, at 3:45 pm 
Location: Cincinnati State – Clifton Campus

3520 Central Parkway 
     Cincinnati Ohio 45223 


